
What will our fate be?  Can we 
change it? 

 
Our children ask?  Will I be happy? 
Will I be rich? “ Whatever will be, 

will be; the future’s not ours to 
see.” 



Is our fate sealed?  Has God fixed our path as we 
journey through this life?  Has God set our 

course from which we cannot be turned 
regardless of what we do?  Has God chosen to 
save only those few who were ordained from 
before the foundations of the earth were laid, 

and that number cannot be diminished or added 
to by even one soul of all that have ever lived on 
the face of the earth?  Is whatever happens the 
will of God and thus we are not responsible for 

either good or bad actions but only for being his 
instrument? 



Let’s examine the Scriptures appearing to 
indicate a “set course.” 
Mat 22:14  "For many are called, but few are 
chosen.“ 
Mat 24:22  "And unless those days had been cut 
short, no life would have been saved; but for the 
sake of the elect those days shall be cut short. 
Mar 13:22  for false Christs and false prophets 
will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in 
order, if possible, to lead the elect astray. 
Luk 18:7  now shall not God bring about justice 
for His elect, who cry to Him day and night, and 
will He delay long over them? 



 Joh 6:37  "All that the Father gives Me shall 
come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will 
certainly not cast out. 
 Joh 6:44  "No one can come to Me, unless 
the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will 
raise him up on the last day.  (45)  "It is written in 
the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT 
OF GOD.' Everyone who has heard and learned 
from the Father, comes to Me. 
 Acts 13:48  And when the Gentiles heard 
this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word 
of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed 
to eternal life believed. 



God does cause certain events to occur –  
 

Act 2:23  this Man, delivered up by the 
predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, 

you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless 
men and put Him to death. 

 
Act 4:27-28  "For truly in this city there were 
gathered together against Thy holy servant 

Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 

peoples of Israel,  (28)  to do whatever Thy hand 
and Thy purpose predestined to occur. 



Continuing - God does cause certain events to 
occur –  

 
Act 17:26  and He made from one man every 

nation of mankind to live on all the face of the 
earth, having determined their appointed times 

and the boundaries of their habitation, 
 

Act 22:14  "And he said, 'The God of our fathers 
has appointed you to know His will, and to see 
the Righteous One, and to hear an utterance 

from His mouth. 



God speaks of his choosing and 
predestination –  



Rom 9:7  neither are they all children because 
they are Abraham's descendants, but: 

"THROUGH ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS WILL BE 
NAMED."  … (10)  And not only this, but there 
was Rebekah also, when she had conceived 
twins by one man, our father Isaac;  (11)  for 

though the twins were not yet born, and had not 
done anything good or bad, in order that God's 

purpose according to His choice might stand, not 
because of works, but because of Him who calls,  
(12)  it was said to her, "THE OLDER WILL SERVE 

THE YOUNGER."  (13)  Just as it is written, 
"JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED."   



Did God cause (predestine) Esau to 
despise his  – birthright? 

 
Or did Esau choose to despise his 

birthright? 



Rom 9.14  What shall we say then? There is no 
injustice with God, is there? May it never be!  

(15)  For He says to Moses, "I WILL HAVE MERCY 
ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE 

COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION."  
(16)  So then it does not depend on the man who 
wills or the man who runs, but on God who has 

mercy.   



Rom 9.17  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "FOR THIS 
VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY 

POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE 
PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH."  (18)  

So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He 
hardens whom He desires.  (19)  You will say to me then, 
"Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?"  

(20)  On the contrary, who are you, O man, who answers 
back to God? The thing molded will not say to the molder, 

"Why did you make me like this," will it?  (21)  Or does 
not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from 

the same lump one vessel for honorable use, and another 
for common use?   



Did God cause (predestine) 
Pharaoh to go through the ten 

plagues? (could Pharaoh have quit 
at any time?) 

 
Or did Pharaoh choose to go 

through the ten plagues?  (Was he 
stubborn and rebellious to God?) 



Rom 9.30  What shall we say then? That 
Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, 

attained righteousness, even the righteousness 
which is by faith;  (31)  but Israel, pursuing a law 

of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. 
 

God put the law before them and the choice was 
theirs –  



Moses Lard summarizes the passage: 
 

Is it not unjust in God to choose one and reject 
another, as in the case of Jacob and Esau?  Not at 
all; for in doing so, he acts according to his own 
avowed principles of conduct, which must be 
assumed to be right.  Accordingly he says to 

Moses, I will make my own sense of right my rule 
in showing mercy.  It was on this principle that 

he set up Pharaoh to be king.  But all these 
choices create mere worldly distinctions.  They 

are not choices to eternal life.   



Lard continues: 
 

But if God makes men what he pleases, why 
does he still find fault with them?  He does not 

do so.  He finds no fault with them for being 
what he makes them, but only for their own 

voluntary wrong.  Again, in these choices, God's 
creatures should not presume to question him.  
They must take for granted that he acts justly.  
He has the absolute right to do what he does 
and as he can do no wrong, he must not be 

questioned. 



God knows that certain ones will 
come to him. 

 
Who are they and how do they 

come? 



Rom 8:30  and whom He predestined, these He 
also called; and whom He called, these He also 
justified; and whom He justified, these He also 
glorified.  (31)  What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us, who is against us?  (32)  

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him 

freely give us all things?   



(33)  Who will bring a charge against God's elect? 
God is the one who justifies;  (34)  who is the 

one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, 
yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  (35)  
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 



How is the calling of the chosen 
done?  

 
Rom 1:6  among whom you also are 

the called of Jesus Christ; 



Rom 10:1  Brethren, my heart's desire and 
my prayer to God for them is for their 

salvation.  (2)  For I bear them witness that 
they have a zeal for God, but not in 

accordance with knowledge.  (3)  For not 
knowing about God's righteousness, and 

seeking to establish their own, they did not 
subject themselves to the righteousness of 
God.  (4)  For Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes. 



Rom 10:8 But what does it say? "THE WORD IS 
NEAR YOU, in your mouth and in your heart"--that 
is, the word of faith which we are preaching,  (9)  

that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 

the dead, you shall be saved;  (10)  for with the 
heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and 
with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.  
(11)  For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN 
HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."  (12)  For there 
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the 

same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all 
who call upon Him;   



(13)  for "WHOEVER WILL CALL UPON THE NAME 
OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED."  (14)  How then 
shall they call upon Him in whom they have not 

believed? And how shall they believe in Him 
whom they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher?  (15)  And how shall 
they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is 
written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF 
THOSE WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD 

THINGS!" 



(16)  However, they did not all heed the 
glad tidings; for Isaiah says, "LORD, WHO 

HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?“ (17)  So faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing by the 

word of Christ.  (18)  But I say, surely they 
have never heard, have they? Indeed they 
have; "THEIR VOICE HAS GONE OUT INTO 

ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS TO THE 
ENDS OF THE WORLD." 



Who is called?  
 

Rom 10:18  But I say, surely they have 
never heard, have they? Indeed they have; 

"THEIR VOICE HAS GONE OUT INTO ALL 
THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS TO THE 

ENDS OF THE WORLD.“ 
 

Those who heard the voice of God! 



Who may come?  All who hear and believe!   
 

Rom 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing by the word of Christ.  (18)  But I say, 

surely they have never heard, have they? Indeed 
they have; "THEIR VOICE HAS GONE OUT INTO 

ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS TO THE 
ENDS OF THE WORLD." 

Joh 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. 



What is the invitation?  
 

1Pe 1:18  knowing that you were not 
redeemed with perishable things like silver 
or gold from your futile way of life inherited 

from your forefathers,  (19)  but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished 

and spotless, the blood of Christ.   



1Pe 1.20  For He was foreknown before the 
foundation of the world, but has appeared in 
these last times for the sake of you  (21)  who 
through Him are believers in God, who raised 

Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are in God.  (22)  Since you 

have in obedience to the truth purified your 
souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently 

love one another from the heart,  (23)  for you 
have been born again not of seed which is 

perishable but imperishable, that is, through the 
living and abiding word of God. 



Have you been born again?  Why 
not now? 

 
Act 22:16  And now what are you 
waiting for? Get up, be baptized 

and wash your sins away, calling on 
his name.' 


