
Supposed Biblical Contradictions  
 

Does Mt 1.21-23 contradict Isa 
7.14 



Isa 7.14 Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the 

young woman[e] is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name 

him Immanuel. (RSV) 



Mat 1:21  "And she will bear a Son; and 
you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He 

who will save His people from their sins."  
(22)  Now all this took place that what was 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet 
might be fulfilled, saying,  (23)  "BEHOLD, 
THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND 

SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL 
HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which translated 

means, "GOD WITH US.“ (NAS) 



Part of the footnote in the NET online Isa 
7.14 – The LXX translator(s) who later 

translated the Book of Isaiah into Greek 
sometime between the second and first 

century b.c., however, rendered the 
Hebrew term by the more specific Greek 
word παρθένος(parqenos), which does 

mean “virgin” in a technical sense. This is 
the Greek term that also appears in the 

citation of Isa 7:14 in Matt 1:23. 



It is nothing special for a young 
woman to give birth, but it is a 

miracle for a virgin to give birth.  
Thus, a “sign” requires a virgin! 



Mat 2:23  and came and resided in 
a city called Nazareth, that what 

was spoken through the prophets 
might be fulfilled, "He shall be 

called a Nazarene.“ 
 

Is this really a fulfillment of 
prophecy? 



Footnote in the NET online 40tn The 

Greek could be indirect discourse (as in the 
text), or direct discourse (“he will be called 
a Nazarene”). Judging by the difficulty of 
finding OT quotations (as implied in the 
plural “prophets”) to match the wording 

here, it appears that the author was using 
a current expression of scorn that 

conceptually (but not verbally) found its 
roots in the OT. 



A more likely explanation, the Hebrew word 
nazar means branch.  The messiah is the branch. 

 
 Isa 11:1  Then a shoot will spring from the stem 
of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear 

fruit. 
 

 Jer 23:5  "Behold, the days are coming," 
declares the LORD, "When I shall raise up for 

David a righteous Branch; And He will reign as 
king and act wisely And do justice and 

righteousness in the land. 



Zec 3:8  'Now listen, Joshua the high priest, you 
and your friends who are sitting in front of you--

indeed they are men who are a symbol, for 
behold, I am going to bring in My servant the 

Branch. 
 

Zec 6:12  "Then say to him, 'Thus says the LORD 
of hosts, "Behold, a man whose name is Branch, 
for He will branch out from where He is; and He 

will build the temple of the LORD. 



Did Matthew misquote Isaiah in Mt 
8.17? 



Isa 53:4  Surely our griefs He Himself 
bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet 
we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, 

Smitten of God, and afflicted. 
 

 Mat 8:17  in order that what was 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet 

might be fulfilled, saying, "HE HIMSELF 
TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES, AND CARRIED 

AWAY OUR DISEASES." 



Isa 53:4 But he lifted up our illnesses, 
he carried our pain;13 

even though we thought he was being 
punished, 

attacked by God, and afflicted for 
something he had done.14 

 
 13sn Illness and pain stand by metonymy 
(or perhaps as metaphors) for sin and its 

effects, as vv. 11-12 make clear. 



Isa 53.4 Surely he has borne our 
infirmities 

    and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 

    struck down by God, and 
afflicted. (NRSV) 



Insects have 6 legs.  Why are 
insects characterized as having 4 in 

Lev 11.20 



Lev 11:20  'All the winged insects that walk on 
all fours are detestable to you.  (21)  'Yet these 

you may eat among all the winged insects which 
walk on all fours: those which have above their 

feet jointed legs with which to jump on the 
earth.  (22)  'These of them you may eat: the 

locust in its kinds, and the devastating locust in 
its kinds, and the cricket in its kinds, and the 
grasshopper in its kinds.  (23)  'But all other 

winged insects which are four-footed are 
detestable to you. 



Lev 11:20 “‘Every winged swarming thing that 
walks on all fours18 is detestable to 

you. 11:21However, this you may eat from all 
the winged swarming things that walk on all 

fours, which have jointed legs19 to hop with on 
the land. 11:22 These you may eat from 

them:20 the locust of any kind, the bald locust of 
any kind, the cricket of any kind, the 

grasshopper of any kind. 11:23 But any other 
winged swarming thing that has four legs is 

detestable to you. 

http://bible.org/netbible/lev11_notes.htm
http://bible.org/netbible/lev11_notes.htm
http://bible.org/netbible/lev11_notes.htm


The use of “all fours” would 
indicate those that do not walk 
upright.  So crawling “swarming 

things” are forbidden. 



Isn’t there a contradiction between the way the 
cross got to Golgotha in Jn 19.7 and Mt 27.32? 

 
 Joh 19:17  They took Jesus therefore, and He 
went out, bearing His own cross, to the place 
called the Place of a Skull, which is called in 

Hebrew, Golgotha. 
 

 Mat 27:32  And as they were coming out, they 
found a man of Cyrene named Simon, whom 
they pressed into service to bear His cross. 



Mar 15:21  And they pressed into service a 
passer-by coming from the country, Simon of 
Cyrene (the father of Alexander and Rufus), to 

bear His cross. 
 

Rom 16:13  Greet Rufus, a choice man in the 
Lord, also his mother and mine.(NAS) 

 Rom 16:13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and 
his mother who was also a mother to me.13 

(NET) 

http://bible.org/netbible/rom16_notes.htm


Evidently Jesus, who had been beaten 
started carrying the cross but was 

unable to bear the weight.  At some 
point, Simon is pressed into service to 
complete the journey.  Mark, who may 
have been present for the crucifixion, 
or Peter who was present, adds this 

detail about Simon and his sons, who 
must have been well known among 

the disciples, thus his mention by Paul. 



In Lk Jesus is brought from Bethlehem to 
Jerusalem and then immediately to 

Nazareth. 
 

In Mt Jesus goes to Egypt, then to 
Nazareth. 

 
 Luk 2:39  And when they had performed 

everything according to the Law of the 
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 

city of Nazareth. 



Mat 2:1  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 
 

Mat 2:10  And when they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  (11)  And 
they came into the house and saw the Child 

with Mary His mother; and they fell down and 
worshiped Him; and opening their treasures 

they presented to Him gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 



Mat 2:13  Now when they had departed, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 

saying, "Arise and take the Child and His mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 

Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him."  
(14)  And he arose and took the Child and His mother 
by night, and departed for Egypt;  (15)  and was there 
until the death of Herod, that what was spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, 
"OUT OF EGYPT DID I CALL MY SON.” 



 (16)  Then when Herod saw that 
he had been tricked by the magi, 

he became very enraged, and sent 
and slew all the male children who 

were in Bethlehem and in all its 
environs, from two years old and 

under, according to the time which 
he had ascertained from the magi. 



Mat 2:19  But when Herod was dead, behold, an 
angel of the Lord *appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, saying,  (20)  "Arise and take the Child and His 
mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who 
sought the Child's life are dead."  (21)  And he arose 

and took the Child and His mother, and came into the 
land of Israel.  (22)  But when he heard that Archelaus 
was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God 
in a dream, he departed for the regions of Galilee,  

(23)  and came and resided in a city called Nazareth, 
that what was spoken through the prophets might be 

fulfilled, "He shall be called a Nazarene." 



The time for the magi to travel 
after seeing the star was something 

less than 2 years, and they are 
guided by a second star.  Herod, to 

make certain of killing the 
prophesied King goes up to two 
years, perhaps because of not 

knowing how long before the Magi 
left Persia.  



Luke’s account is very sparse, 
perhaps because he knew that 

Matthew had already covered these 
things in his gospel and they were 

not necessary for the legal 
document for Paul’s defense. 

 
No contradiction, simply additional 

information.  


