
Our lives are filled with 

relationships. 

 

Rom 14:7  For not one of us lives 

for himself, and not one dies for 

himself; 



As you consider your relationships 

with others, the first that might 

come to mind is the relationship of 

husband and wife.  Gen 2:18  

Then the Lord God said, "It is not 

good for the man to be alone; I 

will make him a helper suitable 

for him." 



I have known a few people in my 

life who disagreed with this.  

Some were afraid of the 

responsibilities entailed in 

marriage.  Others were simply too 

afraid of the opposite sex to ever 

take the risk of rejection involved 

in courtship.  



   Women ages 15-44 

 

cohabited before marriage in 1995   34%  

           in 2006-10  48% 

 

percent of cohabitations transitioning to marriage 

 at age 20 after 3 years   30%  

 at age 30 after 3 years   49%  

 



God wanted men and women in a 

committed relationship.   

 

Heb 13:4  Let marriage be held in 

honor among all, and let the 

marriage bed be undefiled; for 

fornicators and adulterers God 

will judge. 



Marriage generally brings about the relationship 

between parents and children.   

 

Prior to 1957, the knowledge and ability to prevent 

conception was extremely limited.  In God’s eyes, 

children are a gift of God as those who were barren 

prayed for children Hannah -1Sam 1:9  

 Psa 113:5-9  Who is like the LORD our God, Who is 

enthroned on high,  …(9)  He makes the barren 

woman abide in the house As a joyful mother of 

children. Praise the LORD! 

 

 Psa 127:3  Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, 

The fruit of the womb is a reward. 



The marriage relationship is often 

reluctantly entered, as a result of 

the fear of the responsibilities 

entailed or the difficulties to be 

encountered.  Women, who have 

the greatest amount to lose in 

cohabitation, nevertheless accept 

it because of a desire for a man. 



A more difficult relationship, but 

more easily severed, is that 

between friends when we are 

unwilling to make the changes in 

our lives that are necessary to 

cement the relationship. 



Courtship involves the 

exchanging of gifts.  Those who 

are semi-committed to the 

relationship find that special 

occasions call for an increase in 

the size of those gifts.  Not one 

but a dozen roses for Valentines 

day.  A special dinner for a 

birthday. 



We do these things to show the 

depth of our devotion.  A dinner 

surpasses a soft drink and 

popcorn at the movies (although 

perhaps not in price).    



And there are those of you who 

don’t think these occasions are of 

any special importance and may 

learn to your distress that your 

wife, fiancé or girlfriend does.  

The hurt may be small but it will 

be there. 



How do we preserve the 

relationships in which we find 

ourselves? 



At work, the boss makes certain 

that we get along with those 

around us and do our jobs or 

sooner or later, we get fired.  The 

relationship is severed because of 

our unwillingness to make the 

contributions that encourage 

others to put up with us. 



On a talk radio show, a caller said the possible 

changes in the Social Security law had him 

rethinking his position.  He was 54, out of a job 

and didn’t think his savings would get him to 

retirement.  Social Security was all he was going 

to have.   

 

He was upset and afraid. The relationships that 

had spent his life working for were suddenly being 

terminated and he was having difficulty in re-

establishing them.  What was he to do? 



Whether or not you can 

sympathize with the fellow or 

not, there are going to be times in 

your life when relationships are 

severed, fail to form or are 

threatened.  What are you going 

to do? 



Behavior modification is what we 

teach our children.  When our 

behavior doesn’t get the expected 

results, what can we do?  Change 

our behavior! 



When your behavior is offensive to 

someone else, they are going to withdraw 

from you.  Perhaps slowly, sometimes 

rapidly.  Sometimes to a great distance.  

Sometimes a little.   

 

You may pay a little to a lot of attention to 

that person.  It may not matter that they 

leave or it may matter a great deal. 



Eph 6:4  And, fathers, do not 

provoke your children to anger; 

but bring them up in the 

discipline and instruction of the 

Lord. 



This instruction has to be 

tempered with the necessity of 

discipline which may or may not 

include punishment. 



Heb 12:7  It is for discipline that you 

endure; God deals with you as with 

sons; for what son is there whom his 

father does not discipline?  8  But if 

you are without discipline, of which 

all have become partakers, then you 

are illegitimate children and not sons. 



In all relationships, we need to carefully 

consider the consequences of our actions. 

 

Eph 4:31  Let all bitterness and wrath and 

anger and clamor and slander be put away 

from you, along with all malice.  32  And 

be kind to one another, tender-hearted, 

forgiving each other, just as God in Christ 

also has forgiven you.  



If we continually reject the counsel of God, 

our behavior will be such that we no longer 

have anything in common with the children of 

God. 

 

Rom 16:17  Now I urge you, brethren, keep 

your eye on those who cause dissensions and 

hindrances contrary to the teaching which you 

learned, and turn away from them. 



If we continually change our ways to 

follow God, we will attract friends and 

acquaintances with a like mindset.  

 

 2Pet 1:8  For if these qualities are yours 

and are increasing, they render you 

neither useless nor unfruitful in the true 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



I have heard young people say, “I 

don’t ever want to take another 

class again” when they finish 

high school.  

 

Those who do not continually 

modify their behavior to continue 

to grow are doomed to failure. 



The everchanging nature of our 

relationships must be constantly 

considered. 

   

Rom 14:7  For not one of us lives 

for himself, and not one dies for 

himself; 



All too suddenly, this life will be over. 

Lk 12:18  "And he said, 'This is what I will do: I 

will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and 

there I will store all my grain and my goods.  19  

'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many 

goods laid up for many years to come; take your 

ease, eat, drink and be merry."' 20  "But God said to 

him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required 

of you; and now who will own what you have 

prepared?'  21  "So is the man who lays up treasure 

for himself, and is not rich toward God."  



What is your relationship with God and 

His children this day? 

 

If you are not a child of God’s why not be 

baptized for the remission of your sins?  

 

Gal 3:26-27  For you are all sons of God 

through faith in Christ Jesus.  (27)  For all 

of you who were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ. 



What is your relationship with God and 

His children this day? 

 

If you are a child of God’s having been 

baptized for the remission of your sins but 

have drifted away, why not return?  

 

1Jn 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and righteous to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 


