
Pride 



Pride  - a feeling or deep pleasure or 
satisfaction derived from one's own 
achievements, the achievements of 
those with whom one is closely 
associated, or from qualities or 
possessions that are widely admired. 



Merriam-Webster 
Definition of pride 
 
1 :the quality or state of being proud: such as 
a :inordinate self-esteem :conceit 
b :a reasonable or justifiable self-respect 
c :delight or elation arising from some act, 
possession, or relationship parental pride 
2 :proud or disdainful behavior or treatment 
:disdain 



Pride is something valued in this country.  
 

A pull yourself up by your boot straps mentality. 



Hometown pride. 



Satisfaction 



Prov. 12:11  He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied 
with bread 



Prov. 12:14  A man shall be satisfied with good by 
the fruit of his mouth: and the recompence of a 

man's hands shall be rendered unto him. 
 



Ecc 2:21-24  When there is a man who has labored 
with wisdom, knowledge and skill, then he gives his 
legacy to one who has not labored with them. This 
too is vanity and a great evil. For what does a man 
get in all his labor and in his striving with which he 
labors under the sun?  Because all his days his task 
is painful and grievous; even at night his mind does 
not rest. This too is vanity.   There is nothing better 

for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that 
his labor is good. This also I have seen that it is from 

the hand of God. 



Your labor is good and it’s okay to be 
satisfied with gifts from God. 



Prov. 14:14  The backslider in heart 
shall be filled with his own ways: and 

a good man shall be satisfied from 
himself. 



Ecc 3:9-13  
What profit is there to the worker from that in 

which he toils?  I have seen the task which God has 
given the sons of men with which to occupy 

themselves.  He has made everything appropriate 
in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, 
yet so that man will not find out the work which 

God has done from the beginning even to the end.   
I know that there is nothing better for them than to 
rejoice and to do good in one's lifetime;  moreover, 
that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all 

his labor--it is the gift of God.  



Mat 6:25-30: Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothing?  "Look at the birds of the 
air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into 

barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not worth much more than they?  "And who of 

you by being worried can add a single hour to his 
life?  "And why are you worried about clothing? 

Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not 
toil nor do they spin,  yet I say to you that not even 
Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of 
these.  "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 

the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You 
of little faith! 



Ecc 5.18  Here is what I have seen to be good and 
fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one's 
labor in which he toils under the sun during the few 
years of his life which God has given him; for this is 

his reward. 



Php 4:11-12  Not that I speak from want, 
for I have learned to be content in 

whatever circumstances I am. I know 
how to get along with humble means, 

and I also know how to live in prosperity; 
in any and every circumstance I have 
learned the secret of being filled and 

going hungry, both of having abundance 
and suffering need. 



Luk 12:16-21 "The land of a rich man was very 
productive. "And he began reasoning to himself, 
saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to 

store my crops?'  "Then he said, 'This is what I will 
do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, 

and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 'And 
I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid 

up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, 
drink and be merry.“’  “But God said to him, 'You 

fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and 
now who will own what you have prepared?'  "So is 
the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is 

not rich toward God." 



God hates pride because we have a misplaced sense 
of worth. God says that “In his pride the wicked man 

does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no 
room for God” 

 
Psalm 10:4 



“I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and 
perverse speech”  

 
Prov 8:13 



Pride is the opposite of humility and this is what we 
read in Proverbs 11:2 “When pride comes, then 

comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom” 
which is why “patience is better than pride”  

 
Eccl 7:8 

 



 
“The eyes of the arrogant will be humbled and 

human pride brought low; the Lord alone will be 
exalted in that day” 

 
Isaiah 2:11 



We will either humble ourselves or God will do it for 
us and one is much more painful than the other. 

 
“I will put an end to the arrogance of the haughty 

and will humble the pride of the ruthless”  
 

Isaiah 13:11 



Even nations that are overly prideful God says that 
“the most wicked of nations…I will put an end to the 

pride of the mighty, and their sanctuaries will be 
desecrated”  

 
Ezk 7:24 

 



Satan appeals to pride in Genesis 3:4-5 
 

The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not 
die! “For God knows that in the day you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.” 



Eve’s thinking begins to change: Gen 3:6 
 

When the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took 

from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her 
husband with her, and he ate. 



We see this in our own lives. James 1:14-15 
 

But each one is tempted when he is carried away 
and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is 

accomplished, it brings forth death.  



Good things do not come from us. James 1:16-17 
 

Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every 
good thing given and every perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 
whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 

 
 



Uzziah Undone by Pride  
2 Chronicles 26:1,3 

 
And all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was 

sixteen years old, and made him king in the place of 
his father Amaziah. Uzziah was sixteen years old 
when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two 

years in Jerusalem … 



Uzziah Undone by Pride  
2 Chronicles 26:4-5 

 
He did right in the sight of the LORD according to all 
that his father Amaziah had done. He continued to 

seek God in the days of Zechariah, who had 
understanding through the vision of God; and as 
long as he sought the LORD, God prospered him. 

 



Uzziah Undone by Pride  
2 Chronicles 26:6-8 

 
God helped him against the Philistines, and against 

the Arabians who lived in Gur-baal, and the 
Meunites. The Ammonites also gave tribute to 
Uzziah, and his fame extended to the border of 

Egypt, for he became very strong. 



Uzziah continues to build towers and cisters for his 
animals. He outfits armies for war. 

 
His fame spreads afar, for he was marvelously 

helped until he was strong. 



2 Chronicles 26:16-17 
 

But when he became strong, his heart was so proud 
that he acted corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the 

LORD his God, for he entered the temple of the 
LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. Then 
Azariah the priest entered after him and with him 

eighty priests of the LORD, valiant men. 



2 Chronicles 26:18-19 
 

They opposed Uzziah the king and said to him, “It is 
not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but 

for the priests, the sons of Aaron who are 
consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the 

sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful and will have 
no honor from the LORD God.” But Uzziah, with a 

censer in his hand for burning incense, was enraged; 
and while he was enraged with the priests, the 

leprosy broke out on his forehead before the priests 
in the house of the LORD, beside the altar of 

incense. 



2 Chronicles 26:20-21 
 

Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at 
him, and behold, he was leprous on his forehead; 
and they hurried him out of there, and he himself 

also hastened to get out because the LORD had 
smitten him. King Uzziah was a leper to the day of 

his death; and he lived in a separate house, being a 
leper, for he was cut off from the house of the LORD. 

And Jotham his son was over the king’s house 
judging the people of the land. 



Proverbs 16:18 
 

Pride goes before destruction, 
            And a haughty spirit before stumbling. 



The Death of Herod in Acts 12 
 

On an appointed day Herod, having put on his royal 
apparel, took his seat on the rostrum and began 
delivering an address to them. The people kept 

crying out, “The voice of a god and not of a man!” 
And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him 

because he did not give God the glory, and he was 
eaten by worms and died. 

 
Acts 12:21-23 



Today pride is evident everywhere. 
 

Government Officials 
Financial Organizations 

Corporations 
Hatred of Fellow Human Beings 



Luke 18:9-12 
 

And He also told this parable to some people who 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
viewed others with contempt: “Two men went up 

into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector. “The Pharisee stood and was 
praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am 
not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, 
or even like this tax collector. ‘I fast twice a week; I 

pay tithes of all that I get.’ 



Luke 18:13-14 
 

But the tax collector, standing some distance away, 
was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but 
was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to 

me, the sinner!’ “I tell you, this man went to his 
house justified rather than the other; for everyone 

who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 



Ananias and Sapphira 
 

But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, 
sold a piece of property, and kept back some of the 
price for himself, with his wife’s full knowledge, and 

bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles’ 
feet.  

 
Acts 5:1-2 



But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your 
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some 
of the price of the land? “While it remained unsold, 
did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, 
was it not under your control? Why is it that you 
have conceived this deed in your heart? You have 

not lied to men but to God.” And as he heard these 
words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; 

 
Acts 5:3-5 



What is the opposite of pride? 



Even the Apostles 
 

“And there arose also a dispute among them as to 
which one of them was regarded to be greatest.” 

 
Luke 22:24 



Humility 



Luke 22:24-27 
 

And there arose also a dispute among them as to 
which one of them was regarded to be greatest. And 

He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it 
over them; and those who have authority over them 
are called ‘Benefactors.’ “But it is not this way with 

you, but the one who is the greatest among you 
must become like the youngest, and the leader like 

the servant. “For who is greater, the one who 
reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not 
the one who reclines at the table? But I am among 

you as the one who serves.” 



Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in 
Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 

bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of 
men. Being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross.  

 
Phil. 2:5-8 



For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and 
bestowed on Him the name which is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE 

WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and that every tongue will 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.  

 
Phil. 2:9-11 



For through the grace given to me I say to everyone 
among you not to think more highly of himself than 
he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound 
judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of 

faith.  
 

Rom. 12:3 



For just as we have many members in one body and 
all the members do not have the same function, so 

we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. Since we have 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, 
each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if 

prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if 
service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his 

teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he 
who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 

diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 

Rom. 12:4-8 



How can we be more humble? 
 

And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once 
and after this comes judgment … 

 
Hebrews 9:27 



For who regards you as superior? What do you have 
that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, 

why do you boast as if you had not received it? 
 

1 Cor. 4:7 



Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be 
haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do 
not be wise in your own estimation. 17Never pay 

back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in 
the sight of all men.  

 
Rom. 12:16-17 



Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but 
with humility of mind regard one another as more 

important than yourselves; 4do not merely look out 
for your own personal interests, but also for the 

interests of others.  
 

Phil. 2:3-4 



For thus says the high and exalted One 
Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, 

“I dwell on a high and holy place, 
And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit 

In order to revive the spirit of the lowly 
And to revive the heart of the contrite. 

 
Isa. 57:15 




