
 Mat 18:1  At that time the disciples came to Jesus and 
said, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?" 2  And He called a child to Himself and set 
him before them,  3 and said, "Truly I say to you, 

unless you are converted and become like children, 
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. 4  

"Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  5  "And whoever 

receives one such child in My name receives Me; 6  
but whoever causes one of these little ones who 

believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to 
have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to 

be drowned in the depth of the sea. 



 There is no such thing as original sin which stains a 
child! 

 
Eze 18:20  "The person who sins will die. The son 

will not bear the punishment for the father's 
iniquity, nor will the father bear the punishment for 

the son's iniquity; the righteousness of the 
righteous will be upon himself, and the wickedness 

of the wicked will be upon himself. 



 Deu 1:39  'Moreover, your little ones who you said 
would become a prey, and your sons, who this day 

have no knowledge of good or evil, shall enter 
there, and I will give it to them and they shall 

possess it. 



 Eph 2:3  Among them we too all formerly lived in 
the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the 

flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, even as the rest.  (4)  But God, being rich 
in mercy, because of His great love with which He 

loved us, 



 Gen 3:5-7  "For God knows that in the day you eat 
from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil."  (6)  When the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was desirable to make one wise, she took from its 

fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with 
her, and he ate.  (7)  Then the eyes of both of them 
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 

and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loin coverings. 



 Jesus speaks to the disciples – teaching them 
clearly of the kingdom, but this teaching is 

compatible with the OT.  



 Mat 18:7-9  "Woe to the world because of its 
stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling 
blocks come; but woe to that man through whom 
the stumbling block comes!  (8)  "If your hand or 

your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and 
throw it from you; it is better for you to enter life 
crippled or lame, than to have two hands or two 
feet and be cast into the eternal fire.  (9)  "If your 

eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out and throw it 
from you. It is better for you to enter life with one 

eye, than to have two eyes and be cast into the fiery 
hell. 



 A statement of priorities. 
 

Rom 14:20-21  Do not tear down the work of God 
for the sake of food. All things indeed are clean, but 

they are evil for the man who eats and gives 
offense.  (21)  It is good not to eat meat or to drink 

wine, or to do anything by which your brother 
stumbles. 



 Rom 15:1-2  Now we who are strong ought to bear 
the weaknesses of those without strength and not 

just please ourselves.  (2)  Each of us is to please his 
neighbor for his good, to his edification. 



 Mat 18:10-14  "See that you do not despise one of 
these little ones, for I say to you that their angels in 
heaven continually see the face of My Father who is 
in heaven.  (11)  ["For the Son of Man has come to 

save that which was lost.]   
 

As we studied at v. 6, children who do not know 
good or evil on their own are safe – as the song says 

“Safe in the arms of Jesus” 
 

All such children have a messenger who always has 
access to God. 



 Mt 18. 12  "What do you think? If any man has a 
hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, 

does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains 
and go and search for the one that is straying?  (13)  
"If it turns out that he finds it, truly I say to you, he 

rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine 
which have not gone astray.  (14)  "So it is not the 

will of your Father who is in heaven that one of 
these little ones perish. 

 
Little children have a special place in God’s 

kingdom. 



Mat 18:15-17  "If your brother sins, go and show 
him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have 
won your brother.  (16)  "But if he does not listen to 
you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE 
MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT 
MAY BE CONFIRMED.  (17)  "If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector. 



 Jesus speaks to the disciples clearly, explaining how 
things would be in the church. 



 1Co 5:9-13  I wrote you in my letter not to associate with 
immoral people;  (10)  I did not at all mean with the 

immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and 
swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to 

go out of the world.  (11)  But actually, I wrote to you not 
to associate with any so-called brother if he is an 

immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, 
or a drunkard, or a swindler -- not even to eat with such a 
one.  (12)  For what have I to do with judging outsiders? 
Do you not judge those who are within the church?  (13)  

But those who are outside, God judges. REMOVE THE 
WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES. 



Mt 18.18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 

whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven.  (19)  Again I say unto you, That if two of 
you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that 

they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven.  (20)  For where two or 

three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
In the midst of them.  

 
Jesus speaks to the 12 not to the church or 

members of the church. 



 Mat 18:21-22  Then Peter came and said to Him, 
"Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me 

and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  (22)  Jesus 
said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, 

but up to seventy times seven. 



Mat 18:23-27  "For this reason the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves.  (24)  "When he had begun to 
settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 

brought to him.  (25)  "But since he did not have the 
means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, 

along with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
repayment to be made.  (26)  "So the slave fell to the 

ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, 'Have 
patience with me and I will repay you everything.'  (27)  

"And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released 
him and forgave him the debt.  



 Mat 18:33-35  'Should you not also have had mercy 
on your fellow slave, in the same way that I had 
mercy on you?'  (34)  "And his lord, moved with 
anger, handed him over to the torturers until he 
should repay all that was owed him.  (35)  "My 
heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if 

each of you does not forgive his brother from your 
heart.“ 



 Eph 4:30-32  Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption.  (31)  Let all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and clamor and slander be put away from 
you, along with all malice.  (32)  Be kind to one 

another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just 
as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 



 2Co 2:5-8  But if any has caused sorrow, he has 
caused sorrow not to me, but in some degree--in 

order not to say too much -- to all of you.  (6)  
Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which 
was inflicted by the majority,  (7)  so that on the 

contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, 
otherwise such a one might be overwhelmed by 
excessive sorrow.  (8)  Wherefore I urge you to 

reaffirm your love for him. 


