
The Lord's Foreknowledge exhibited 
 

1Sa 23:11-12  Will the men of Keilah surrender me into 
his hand? Will Saul come down, as your servant has 
heard? O LORD, the God of Israel, please tell your 

servant.” And the LORD said, “He will come down.”  (12)  
Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah surrender me 

and my men into the hand of Saul?” And the LORD said, 
“They will surrender you.” 

 
Isa 48:3  “The former things I declared of old; they went 

out from my mouth, and I announced them; then 
suddenly I did them, and they came to pass. 



The Lord's Foreknowledge exhibited 
Jer 1:5  “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; I 
appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

 
Dan 2:28-30  but there is a God in heaven who reveals 

mysteries, and he has made known to King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your 
dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed 

are these … (30)  But as for me, this mystery has been 
revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have 

more than all the living, but in order that the 
interpretation may be made known to the king, and 

that you may know the thoughts of your mind. 



The Lord's Foreknowledge exhibited 
 

Rom 8:29  For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers. 

 
Rom 11:2  God has not rejected his people whom 
he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture 

says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against 
Israel? 



The Lord's Foreknowledge exhibited 
1Pe 1:1  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, … 2  according 

to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the 
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ 

and for sprinkling with his blood: 
 

Act 2:23  this Jesus, delivered up according to the 
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 

and killed by the hands of lawless men. 
 

Eph 3:10-11  so that through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavenly places.  (11)  This was 
according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 

Christ Jesus our Lord, 



The Lord's Foreknowledge exhibited 
 

Heb 4:13  And no creature is hidden from his 
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of 

him to whom we must give account. 
 

1Jn 3:20  for whenever our heart condemns us, 
God is greater than our heart, and he knows 

everything. 



It is apparent that God can control any event if he 
chooses to control it! 



God’s lack of knowledge 
Gen 6:6  And the LORD regretted that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 
So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have 
created from the face of the land, man and animals 
and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I 

am sorry that I have made them.” 
 

Gen 22:12  He said, “Do not lay your hand on the 
boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, 

your only son, from me.” 



God’s lack of knowledge 
Job 1:8-11  Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have 
you considered my servant Job? There is no one 
on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a 
man who fears God and shuns evil."  (9)  "Does 
Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied.  (10)  
"Have you not put a hedge around him and his 

household and everything he has? You have 
blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks 
and herds are spread throughout the land.  (11)  

But now stretch out your hand and strike 
everything he has, and he will surely curse you to 

your face." 



Satan and God agree to test Job  
Job 2:3-6  Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you 

considered my servant Job? There is no one on 
earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man 

who fears God and shuns evil. And he still 
maintains his integrity, though you incited me 

against him to ruin him without any reason."  (4)  
"Skin for skin!" Satan replied. "A man will give all 
he has for his own life.  (5)  But now stretch out 
your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he 
will surely curse you to your face."  (6)  The LORD 

said to Satan, "Very well, then, he is in your hands; 
but you must spare his life." 



God’s lack of knowledge 

Exo 32:7-10  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go 

down, because your people, whom you brought up 

out of Egypt, have become corrupt.  (8)  They have 

been quick to turn away from what I commanded 

them and have made themselves an idol cast in the 

shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and 

sacrificed to it and have said, 'These are your gods, 

Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.'  (9)  "I 

have seen these people," the LORD said to Moses, 

"and they are a stiff-necked people.  (10)  Now leave 

me alone so that my anger may burn against them 

and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you 

into a great nation." 



1Ch 21:15  And God sent an angel to destroy 
Jerusalem. But as the angel was doing so, the 

LORD saw it and relented concerning the disaster 
and said to the angel who was destroying the 

people, "Enough! Withdraw your hand." The angel 
of the LORD was then standing at the threshing 

floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 



It is apparent that God changed his mind on many 
occasions which indicates that he does not know 

the outcome of every event until it occurs or 
unless he chooses to control it! 



Why do we pray? 
 

To influence the mind of God – to change His way 
toward man. 

 
Luk 18:1-8  Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to 

show them that they should always pray and not give 
up.  (2)  He said: "In a certain town there was a judge 

who neither feared God nor cared what people 
thought.  (3)  And there was a widow in that town who 

kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice 
against my adversary.'  (4)  "For some time he refused. 
But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear 

God or care what people think,   



(5)  yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I 
will see that she gets justice, so that she won't 
eventually come and attack me!'"  (6)  And the 
Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.  
(7)  And will not God bring about justice for his 

chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? 
Will he keep putting them off?  (8)  I tell you, he 

will see that they get justice, and quickly. 
However, when the Son of Man comes, will he 

find faith on the earth?" 



1Ti 2:1-2  First of all, then, I urge that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people,  (2)  for 
kings and all who are in high positions, that we 

may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and 
dignified in every way. 

 
Jas 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and 
pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The 

effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. 

Healed = made whole 



Why do we preach? 
 

Rom 10:13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.”  (14)  How then will they call on him 
in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 

how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 
And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it 

is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who 
preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all 

obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has 
believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith 

comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ. 



Rom 8:29-30  For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of 

his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers.  (30)  And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he 

called he also justified, and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 

 



2Co 5:10-11  For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 

receive what is due for what he has done in the 
body, whether good or evil.  (11)  Therefore, 

knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. 
But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is 

known also to your conscience. 
 

Does God know each one of us to the point that 
we will be persuaded only if God knows we will 

be? 
Then Job’s test was a sham!  We have a choice. 



Jos 24:14-15  “Now therefore fear the LORD and 
serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away 

the gods that your fathers served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.  (15)  And 
if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 

your fathers served in the region beyond the River, 
or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 

dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve 
the LORD.” 



It is your choice -- Act 22:16  And now why do you 
wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your 

sins, calling on his name.’ 


